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Three Types of Branching 
Branching refers to a tree’s branching pattern. 

Opposite branched trees’ branches, leaves, and leaf 
scars grow from the stem directly across from each 
other. In New Jersey, native, opposite branched 
species are maple, ash, dogwood, and buckeye 
species.   

Most tree species have alternate branching. 
Alternate branched trees’ branches, leaves, and leaf 
scars do not grow directly across from each other. 

If three or more leaves, leaf scars or branches 
originate from the same location on the stem, then 
the species is considered whorled.  
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